DEVOTIONAL POETRY

SHARON SWAIN

KW

KingdomWinds
PUBLISHING



Copyright © 2020, 2022 by Sharon Swain
All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any
electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and
retrieval systems, without written permission from the author,
except for the use of brief quotations in a book review and
certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.
For permission requests, write to the publisher at publishing@
kingdomwinds.com.

All Scriptures are taken from the New American Standard
Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1971, 1977, 1995, 2020 by The Lockman
Foundation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Second Edition, 2022

ISBN 978-1-64590-037-5

Published by Kingdom Winds Publishing.
www.kingdomwinds.com
publishing@kingdomwinds.com

Printed in the United States of America.




Endorsements

Introduction

CHANGED AND REARRANGED
A MESSAGE WORTH SHARING

Cries of the Heart

ARISE AND PROCLAIM
CHASING DREAMS

CHOICES

DESPERATE FOR YOUR LOVE
FEAR NOT

HE WALKS WITH ME
HOLDING A GRUDGE
IDENTITY THEFT

IN THE DARK SEASONS

MY TOUGHEST STUFF

OUT OF CONTROL

PULLING DOWN STRONGHOLDS
SETTLE ME TODAY

SING OVER ME

TIED UP AND ENTANGLED
WAITING

YOUR DEFAULT MODE

Encouragernent

ANGEL ARMIES

DROP THOSE CHAINS
GROW UP IN HIM
HAND-ME-DOWNS

HE KNOWS YOUR NAME
HEAR MY VOICE

IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME
LIFE’S A BLUR

13
15

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
34
35

3/

38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45



RAGAMUFFINS
MARKED IN TIME
SEASONS CHANGE

SERVANTS AND CINNAMON ROLLS

TAKE HIS HAND

THE EYES OF THE LORD
TUCKED AWAY

YOU ARE HIS TREASURE
YOUR VOICE

His Faithfulness

BENEATH THE DAWN

BORN AGAIN

HIS FAITHFULNESS

HIS LOVINGKINDNESS

I AM THE DOOR

ISEE YOU EVERYWHERE
RIPPLES IN THE WATER

THE BRUSH OF YOUR LOVE
THE STONE WAS ROLLED AWAY

His Return

THAT GLORIOUS DAY
THE TRUMPET SOUND
WAITING FOR JESUS

Hope

BREAKING FREE
HIDE AND SEEK
HIS FAVORITE KID
MY ANCHOR HOLDS
ON EAGLE’S WINGS
SOLID ROCK

JOIN THE CHOIR

Joy

BRINGING JOY
FASTENED TO MY HEART
YOU ARE HIS JOY
NUGGETS OF YOU

YOUR SWEET AROMA

46
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55

S/

58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

o9

70
72
74

77

78
80
81
82
83
84
85

8/

88
89
90
92
93



Love Q5

A FINISHED WORK 96
A LOVE SO TRUE 97
A PRECIOUS GEM 98
BOUND BY LOVE 99
CHOSEN 100
ECHOES OF LOVE 101
HIS STEADFAST LOVE 102
IMMERSED IN YOUR LOVE 103
IT°S YOUR LOVE 104
LAVISHED IN LOVE 105
LOVE LIKE A MAGNET 106
LOVE LIKE NO OTHER 107
MY FIRST LOVE 108
THE BRANDING OF YOU 109
WRAPPED IN LOVE 110
Rest 13
A RESTING PLACE 114
BE DISCERNING 115
DON'T CHASE DOWN THE PAST 116
FOUNTAIN OF GRACE 117
HIS MASTERPIECE 118
HIS SHADOW OVER ME IS LOVE 119
SIT WITH ME 120
STEPPIN’ OUT AND STEPPIN’ IN 121
THE GREAT I AM 122
THE STILLNESS OF THE HOUR 123
WALK WITH ME 124
YOU'LL KNOW WHO YOU ARE 125
YOUR BURDENS, I’'LL BEAR 126
YOUR REFLECTION 127
Suffering 129
GETHSEMANE 130
SOUNDS OF THE NAILS 132

WEAR HIS CROWN 133



Union

A BUTTERFLY’S WINGS
ARMS ARE OPEN WIDE
GRAFTED IN
ON THE POTTER’S WHEEL
OPEN TO CHANGE
SWEET UNION
YOUR NEARNESS

lsaich 611-2

Acknowledgments

About the Author






—ALL MY DESRE -

Delightful! Sharon’s poetry is both timely and relevant,
cultivated from her life’s journey. She’s passionate for the reader
to understand their union with Christ. Sharon is a loving friend,
prayer warrior, and gifted writer.

—Ledlie Peters, Hidden in Christ Prayer Ministry

I met Sharon L. Swain several years ago at Operation 220
Ministries while she was taking a course to help her grow in
Christ. I had the pleasure of advising Sharon as she navigated
through the weeks of study. It was wonderful to watch her grow
each week and realize her identity in Christ; knowing she is loved
and cherished. I am excited to recommend her new book, All My
Desire, and I hope you will see yourself as you read through this
beautiful gift of poetry that God has given to Sharon.

—Shela Powell, Counselor, Operation 220 Ministries

The poems Sharon writes come straight from a heart
of knowing intimacy with her Lord. They are meaningful,
comforting, and authentically written. The beauty of her inner
self is revealed clearly through her writing. What a blessing to
read!

—Jan Mugele, Counselor, Operation 220 Ministries

Sharon Swain is one of those people who desires to follow after
the Lord in whatever she does. In her search for His will and way
for her life, she has had very personal, revelatory conversations
with Jesus that results in heartfelt and Holy Spirit-filled poetry.

—Rainy Mitchel, Author, Big Fat Falure

Sharon’s poetry is a songwriter’s dream. Her poems evoke
such clear imagery that they are easily adapted to song. I
immediately hear music in my head as soon as I start reading her
poetry. She has been a joy to work with in songwriting projects,
and I am looking forward to her next set of poems. Who knows?
Maybe another collaborative album of songs will come from her
new work. I sure hope so! If you haven’t heard her poems put to
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song yet, check out “Revelation” by Rainy Mitchell. Sharon is
gifted with the ability to speak right to the heart of the reader.

—Allen Joanis, Owner and Founder, Ketos Creative, LLC

I'm so excited for my friend Sharon Swain’s latest book of
poems! Her perspective and language is like punching holes through
the veil of the temporal world to see the eternal reality of our life
in Christ in the here and now. Leading us from our emotions and
circumstances within the world to the garden of delights that is
our union with Christ, I know you will be encouraged and inspired
by Sharon’s refreshing voice of grace and life in Jesus. Enjoy these
precious poems even as God in Christ is enjoying you today!

~Ridicdlously graced...MikeQDaniel. com,
Awakening sous to the spiritual rediity of Our Life in Christ!

As I daily read a poem from her first book, God encouraged me.
If you want something that will speak to your heart, her new book
is for you as well!

—John Best, President, Emeritus, Operation 220

Poetry, to me, is a form of music that can speak to the soul in
ways prose cannot. Sharon uses her gift to do just that—reminding
us of the incredible hope that’s found in our oneness in Christ. She
highlights the reality of how “Christ in you” plays out in our daily
life in an approachable way and encourages us to find our identity
in Jesus.

—Honnah Morrel, Broken & Hopeful Ministry

Sharon has done a masterful job at weaving together the truths
of Scripture into beautiful poetry. This book will cause you to fall
more in love with your Heavenly Father!

—Zach Mddonado: Author, The Cross Worked ond Perfect and
Forgiven: Pastor, Church Without Religion




laliodyclion

Have you ever found yourself wishing you could just crawl
out from under the turmoil continually plaguing your life? That’s
certainly where I was for years and years. Many of the difficulties
I dealt with as a child carried over into adulthood—things like
insecurities, fears, guilt, doubt, condemnation, and shame.

Probably the number one insecurity in my life was the fear that
I was never enough. I felt I was not as smart or as talented as
others. I believed that others had better ideas, were more popular,
were more this or more that. I felt I was never enough. Who was I
really? Did I have a purpose in this life? Was I created for anything?
Why was I here?

To say I was eaten up with all these underlying doubts and fears
is an understatement. Then, one Sunday morning, at the age of
twenty-nine in a suburb of Chicago, I gave my life to Christ. Jesus
came into my life, and I was born again. Life instantly took on new
meaning and purpose. I knew I had eternal life. I had passed out of
the darkness and into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9)!

However, in the process of growing as a new Christian, I guess
I “missed the memo” and thought it was all up to me to live this
Christian life on my own because that’s exactly what I attempted
to do—live for God in my own strength. I did all the good works in
an attempt to live for God, yet I still felt condemned, insecure, and
riddled with guilt. I pictured in my mind that God was running
away from me whenever I did something wrong. I believed that
He was surely turning His back on me and would refuse to hear
me or answer me when I prayed. In my mind, He was like a swivel
chair. If T did good, I was back in His good graces. If I did bad, He
would turn His back towards me again. Was all this really what I
signed up for?

In addition to the hard path of trying to please God, my
relationships were also hard for me, and I went through some
tough times. I was either “too religious” and turned people off, or
I would pull away, withdrawing from people completely. It seemed
easier to simply pull away than to risk getting hurt.
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Through some tough times and crushing crises in my life, God
used a few amazing people to help me understand who I really am
in Christ. One day a light bulb came on for me, an “aha moment”
that was pivotal for me in my Christian life and has been so to this
day.

I finally realized I was never meant to live this Christian life
on my own. I now know Christ is my life, and He lives His life
through me.

Why did it take me so long to figure this out? At last, I know
I am in union with Christ, and contrary to what I used to think

and believe, I will never, ever again be out of fellowship with Him.
Christ is in me; and I am in Him (John 14:20).

I was given a brand-new heart at the moment I accepted Jesus.
The old has gone, and the new has come (2 Corinthians 5:17). As
a believer, my “wanter” has changed. From the moment I first
accepted Christ, I have truly wanted to please God. That’s my
new nature, my new heart. Do I always succeed in doing what
pleases Him? No, but my desire is for Him, and that has made all
the difference.

Twenty years ago, I began to realize God had placed in me
a gift to write poetry. It became an outlet and got me through
some tough times. My first book, Come and Sit with Me Awhile, is
a compilation of poems the Lord gave me during those years. God
was using the very poetry He was giving me to heal my heart as I
learned to pull away into the secret place with Him.

The book you are holding in your hands today, All My Desire, is
a collection of poetry God downloaded into my heart throughout
2019 and 2020. I am sharing with you my personal journal through
poetry. Since it is always coming forth through the relationship
Jesus and I have together, you will find sometimes the words are in
first person, and other times they are in third person. Some poems
are just encouragement, and others are cries of the heart. You will
note that a Scripture or two is added after each poem. I encourage
you to reflect further on its meaning. Scripture says it will not
return void (Isaiah 55:11), and my desire is that you will bear fruit
and that God will speak to you personally.
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It is my prayer you will experience healing and comfort and
encouragement through this poetry, just as I have. He has healed
me in so many ways. Now my greatest desire is to crawl up in His
lap and let Him love me. My life now flows out of Christ, and my
identity is in Him. I am in union with Him—Christ in me and me

in Him.

-Llaron Cupain




CHANGED AND REARRANGED

You’re not at all like what I thought;
I’ve changed my mind for sure.

I used to think You were way up there,
And I was just a blur.

I used to think You did not care

For such a one as me.

How did You know, or would you dare
To hear my desperate plea?

But then one day You made a way.
You found me long ago.

My emptiness brought me to You,
That ache within my soul.

I’ve changed my mind, surprisingly,
As I've come to know You more.
You’re not at all like what I thought;
You’re the One I now adore.

Oh, what a price You paid for me
As you died and rose again

To change and rearrange my life
And give me peace within.

You live in me and we are one;

You’re no longer far away.

Cuz I've learned to trust You,

You’re my Life; your love is here to stay.

So thank you, Jesus. I've changed my mind
Since You’ve made me all brand new.

Cuz I was lost and far away,

And now I'm one with You!

“But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him.”

1 Corinthians 6:17
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All My Desire

A MESSAGE WORTH SHARNG:

" Christ In you,
the hope of glory!’
~Colossians 1:27
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THAT GLORIOUS DAY

Soon is the day;

Just what will I say
As I’'m standing in line
On that glorious day!

I’ve waited so long

For that day to arrive—
Will I simply pass out?
Will I even survive?

Cuz You are the One
Who took all my strife
And wrote my name down

In the Lamb’s Book of Life.

So give me a minute

As I try to compose
How grateful I am

That You died and arose.

You did it for me

And how can I repay

To say thank you somehow
On that glorious day!

Your goodness to me

No words can I find,

And my heart may explode
As I now stand in line

And muster the words
As I bow at Your feet,
Cuz You are the One

Who’s made me complete.

You did it for me
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All My Desire

Oh, how could it be?
You took all my sin
As You died on that tree.

So what will I say

And how will I act

As Ilook in Your face

And Your love gazes back?

But one thing’s for sure
On that glorious day,
I'll be quick to bow down,

Cuz You wore my crown.

Oh, the Ancient of Days
Is the Lamb that was slain,
Where I’ll be home at last

And will forever remain.

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each one may receive compensation for his
deeds done through the body, in accordance with what he

has done, whether good or bad.”

2 Corinthians 5:10
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THE TRUMPET SOUND

It’s almost time—
It’s getting close;
It won’t be long,
You say.

We’re waiting, Lord,
It won’t be long
You’ll catch us

All away!

The trumpet sound
You’ll blow it loud
For all the saved
To hear.

You’ll beckon us
We’ll hear Your voice,
But we don’t

Have to fear.

The dead in Christ
Will all go first
And then those
Of us down here.

We’re waiting, Lord,
We’ll work till then
Until You do appear.

We’ll yield to You
And share Your love
And tell as many
As will hear.

Oh, what a day,

“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has prepared
herself. It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright
and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.
Then he said to me, ‘Write, “Blessed are those who are invited to
the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, ‘These are
true words of God.””

Revelation 19:7-9
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A glorious day,
When you finally
Do appear!

We won’t be late.
We are His saints;
Our invitations stand.

Our place is set;

We’ll be His guests

At the Marriage Supper
Of the Lamb!
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WAITING FOR JESUS

Where is your hope

That strengthens your trust?
What grips at your heart
From morning till dusk?

Are you waiting for Jesus?
Do you believe He’ll appear?
That the Rapture is soon,
That His return is so near?

Nation against nation
And signs in the skies,
Plagues and distress
Are now on the rise.

The birth pangs are here,
Right at the door;
Seasons and times

Are in quite an uproar.

The news is all gloom,
And strife does abound.
But peace is in Jesus,
Cuz He can be found.

So make time today
And don’t put it off;
Don’t be like the others
Who make fun and scoff.

He wants you to be sure
With no remorse or disdain;
What a day that will be
As He calls home His saints!

The trumpet will sound
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And the saints will appear;
The ones in the graves
Will be out of here!

Then those on this earth
That are called by His Name
Will be caught up together
And will all rule and reign!

The Rapture will happen;
The Scriptures say so.
The saints are all waiting
And ready to go.

But how about you?

Are you ready today?
You’ve been putting it off,
But today is the day.

Believe on His Name;

He died in your place.
Repent and receive,

And your sins, He’ll erase.

Then you will be ready—
He loves you the same.
He’s waiting for you,

So believe on His Name!

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who remain,

will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air; and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore,
comfort one another with these words.”

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18
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